Press Release: HSMP Forum (www.hsmpforumltd.com) 

Legal Migrant families harassed by Immigration Authorities at Airports. 

Campaign organization HSMP Forum has received various complaints from legal migrants about the humiliation, harassment and abuse suffered at the hands of immigration officials at some of the UK’s busiest airports like Heathrow, Manchester and Belfast. 

Though migrants are used to discrimination and harassment these new revelations show how the treatment of legal immigrants by Border Control now has stooped to the lowest of levels. Amit Kapadia, Executive Director of migrant support organization HSMP Forum said: “We regularly receive emails and telephone calls about the harassment and discrimination our members, who are in the UK under the Skilled Migrant Visa, suffer from overly zealous immigration officers. Our members complain that upon their and their families' return from trips abroad they are harshly discriminated against by the Immigration Authorities, though they are fully legally entitled to re-enter the country to continue contributing to the UK economy.” 

A recent instance of such harassment was where in an Indian Highly Skilled Migrant Pooja Tandon along with her Husband, a 1 ½ years old child and parents when returning from holidays in Switzerland were detained at Heathrow airport. Mrs Tandon said “I am working in personnel department of a reputed firm in Britain and my husband is working in an Administrative role. The detaining officer first questioned us in respect of our current employment status and proceeded to lecture us on finding alternative employment that would be more suitable in respect of my credentials. Then the officer lectured us on our personal lives in respect of the shifts we work and child care arrangements. He then said he is detaining us for further enquiry and if he is not satisfied with it then he will deport us. The officer took our passports and went elsewhere returning some fifteen minutes later, he informed us that his superior had instructed him to return our passports and let us leave with a verbal Warning, which was not in writing. We are really shaken by this incident. We felt being treated like criminals. We pay our taxes and national insurance and all other bills and are being threatened this way.” 

In a second instance, a doctor who has been in the UK for a decade was questioned by an Immigration Officer when returning with his family from a holiday in India. The charge against them was the use of NHS services during the delivery of their son. The Officer further threatened him that migrants who have benefited by NHS care for delivery and other health needs will be investigated by the Anti-fraud agency for recovery of the money. However, it is a fact that all foreign migrants are entitled to NHS treatment as they pay tax and National Insurance, and that as such, the Immigration Official had no legal position to threaten, abuse and intrusively demand information about the sensitive and private medical care of a legal migrant worker. 

At the Airport of Northern Ireland a migrant was detained for couple of days and was about to be deported to his country of origin. He was charged for not working in his field of expertise. When in reality Highly Skilled Migrant visas do not have any such restrictions. In the recent HSMP Forum’s High Court Judgment the court acknowledged the difficulties migrants face at times in finding employment in their field. 

It is clear from these cases that Immigration Officers have tried to take the Law in their own hand. 

HSMP Forum had several communications with the senior authority of the Border and Immigration Agency in the past regarding these issues, where in on every occasion they had apologized for these unlawful actions of their subordinates. They further assured the HSMP Forum, especially after the decision of the Judicial Review won by the Forum against Home Office, that they will enforce an effective system so that no one will be affected in future.

The HSMP Forum is studying these cases. Deepak Gautam, Executive Committee Member of HSMP Forum said: “We have observed that in many cases the Officer was white and that the victim an Asian. We do not believe this to be a coincidence. Moreover, it clearly constitutes racial discrimination and a planned conspiracy to harass legal migrants.” 

HSMP Forum urged the concerned government authorities to control such unlawful behavior by their border officers so that the migrants can travel, work and finally can integrate in the UK community freely and fearlessly. Amit Kapadia, Executive Director of HSMP Forum further said “We are always willing to cooperate and coordinate with the implementing bodies for smooth operations of their guidelines. However, we will not tolerate any such racial discrimination, harassment and unlawful actions of any of their officers towards migrants. We would like to be assured fully that such activities will not be repeated now nor ever again, otherwise we will have no choice other than to seek legal remedies.” 

