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To: Amit Kapadia - HSMP Forum

As Mayor of London, I am clear that London’s future prosperity depends on it remaining a diverse world city open to people and influences from across the globe. Whilst this is true of people arriving through all immigration routes, the gains are especially obvious where they bring advanced skills. Both London and the UK need to build up high-quality human capital, a key driver of future productivity growth.

The Highly Skilled Migrants Programme (HSMP) has a clear part to play in achieving this goal. London’s economy stands to gain massively from the high-skilled staff it attracts.

But migrants can make their full contribution only if policy enables them to develop projects, build careers and shape their personal life on a stable and secure basis.

So I have heard with deep concern about the impact of HSMP rule changes last November on people who arrived under the previous HSMP regime, and now find themselves required to seek extension of their permission to remain under a new set of criteria.

To change rules retrospectively in this way, for people who have made a major commitment to a productive role in the UK, is manifestly unjust. It also threatens real damage to the economy of London and the UK – not only by disrupting people’s work, even forcing them to leave, but also by undermining our relationship with dynamic markets around the world.

I urge the Government to allow people admitted under the HSMP before 7 November 2006 to apply for permanent settlement after four years, according to the rules in force when they got HSMP approval. 

I wish you well with your campaign.

Yours sincerely,

Ken Livingstone

Mayor of London
